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ADVERTISEMENT, 
To the Reader. r 


8 Mr. Story was altogether i ignorant 
of the following Diſcourſes being 
committed to Writing, till ſome Time after 
their Delivery; the Reader may thence con- 
clude, ' that the making of em Publick was 
no Part of his Rogers or Sunn yl 


The moſt curious and attentive ambigs 
the Hearers muſt own, that the Diction was 
ſo near to what appears in the following 
Sheets, as (upon peruſal) not to be Wy 
recollect any material Difference. . 


N either i is the Editor ſenſible of many Al- 
terations, except the Addition of ſome Scrip- 
ture Quotations, which were partly repeated, 
and partly referr d to, in the Delivery. 


The general Approbation they met with 
from a numerous Auditory of different Per- 
ſwaſions, induced the Amanuenſis, to make 
a fair and legible Tranſcript; which being 
peruſed by ſundry Judicious Perſons, 'twas 
ſuppoſed they might not only be acceptable 
to the Publick, but gratify many of the 
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AND 


| The Univerſality . f it 
Aſerted. 


In a SE RM ON preached at York, the 
ſecond Day of July 1738, in the Meet- 
cap of ru Trop People call d Quakers, by Mr. 


Story; taken in Short- Hand, 
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T is written in the holy Scriprure, concerning the 
[ Lord Jeſus Chriſt, That be ſpake as never Man ſpakgs 

John 7, 46. And I make ne Queſtion, but that we all 
believe it: And I obſerve, that upon a certain Occafion, 
when he was preaching to rhe People, knowing whit 
is in Mavukind, and that the Natural Mind is continually 
fluctuating and moving, as the Waves of the. Sea uuſta- 


ble, unfixed ; he therefore gave them this Caution, Tale 


heed what you hear, Mark 4, 24. And we can never be 
duly attentive ro what we hear by an andible Voice 


B . : from 


— TFT 
\ \ 7 Ah hs 14s 1} 3 n % \ 0 

A fo oarticulir Friends KN Ao in 

what hw heard with fo great SatisfaQtion 


To oblige ſucl we haye ꝓpreſumed to * 


69 


ſent them in this publick Manner. 3 
Abr „ 
We ſhall oy 1 of the Diſcourſes, 
but that they are Mr. Storys, reviſed by 
the Author, and publiſhed (at the Requeſt 
of ſome of the Auditory) by his Permiſſion; 
and as ſuch refer them to the Reader's ſeri- 
ous and candid peruſal; not doubting but 
he'll find uſeful and inſtructive Counſel 
that may be of Service to him in the beſt 
of Things, viz. the Salvation of his Soul, — 
Which that the whole Race of Mankind may 
obtain, is the ſincere Prayer of, | 
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And the Univerſality ef it aſſerted. & 


with all our Heart, with all our Soul, with all or 
Mind, and with all our Strength, 


This Command carries irs own Reaſon in ir, Gnce 824 
is the only Author of our Being. Here is our Encop- 
ragement; it is he who created us, and in ſuch a Man, 
ner and Condition, as that we are capable of knowjng 
himſelf, and of Life Eternal in him. It we reflect on 
the Almighty Power and unlimited Wiſdom of God, we 
may ſee the Reaſonableneſs of that firſt and great Comv 
mand, and the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt Tore 
„thy Neighbour as thy ſelf,” : 


Here the whole Law and Syſtem of Animal Nature is 

preſented and propofcd unto us, as a certain and known 
Rule, whereby to a& with regard one to another, In 
the firſt Place, every living Creature by its Nature and 
Conſtitution, /oves it ſelf, being indued with Principles 
of Scif-Subſiſtence, Propagation; and Preſervation ; bug 
thar this Law may be rendered more extenfive, commu- 
picative, and advantagious among Human kind, as more 
noble, rational and capable Creatures than thoſe who 
are only Animal; the Alinighty, for their fur thee Iin- 
provement and mutual Good, is pleaſed to extend the 
Obligation of this ſecond Commandment N one pq 
another throughout rhe whole, > 


I need not uſe a great deal of reaſoning to prove the 
Law of Na-ure, or the force of ir; for it is plaip in 
our ſelves by natural Intuition, and ſelf evident: God hath 
planted This in the Minds of Human. Kind as negeſfary ra 
our Being, and the Succeſſion and Continua nce gf hu⸗ 
man Race. And the Reaſon of this ſecond Command- 
ment, likewiſe implanted in Nature kill exadicated of 
obſcured by Tranfgreffion, is that we may be Social 
Creatures, that is kind, ' bountiful; affectionate, and 
loving one to another, not only to our Selves and our 
own Offspring, but ro Neighbours and Human kind in 
General, on all neędful Occaſjons ang Accounts, By 
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from without, or the Spesch of God inte odr FED 
until our Minds be duly qualified ; until tben we can 
reap little or no Advantage by what we hear, either 
Way : Therefore let all be retired inwardly, and tr ced 
. from all manner of Prepoſſeſſtons, needleſs Thoughts, Log 
A gitations of Mind. For I have in Remembrance a moſt 
merciful and moſt gracious Invitation of God to all Man- 
kind, in order to our Salvation, where, by the Voice 
of his holy Spirit, through his Prophet of Old, as it 
ſtands recorded in the holy Scriptures, 


God himſelf gives us this kind and univerſal Invitation: 

Look unto me all ye ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved, Ila. 
45, 22: Now, as God is unchangeable, fo this Invita- - 
tn ſtands in force through all Generations and Ages of 
the World 'rill this very time, and will ſtand ſo until 
the laſt period of it. Here being an tniverſal Invitation 
to all Mankind to come unto God for Salvation; it may 
be worth our while to look back a little to the various 
-Diſpenfations of God this way, even from the firſt lapſe 
of Human-kind, from Age to Age, and Generation to 
Generation. The moſt High bas never been Particular 
in this, but always General in his View and Intention, 
with reſpect to the Salyation of Mankind, and hath ever 
miclttled every one in his Call; his Promiſes are Gene- 
ral, his Invitations Univ erfal ; he is no Reſpecter of 
8 but in every Nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs 1 is accepted of him, Aﬀts 11, 34. 


Tbe Lord hath thus 1 vi 1 unto all 
Mankind; but let us conſider a little the Meaſures which 
he hath taken, from time to time, in order to bring this 
Salvation to Efef to which we are invited. 


We may obſerve the Commandments of the Almigh:y 
anto Trae! ; his moral Precepts unto that People; they 
could not but aſſent to the Reaſonableneſs of them, fince 
nothing can be more reaſonable than that we loye on | 
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But conſidering our Degeneracy from our ficſt State, 
tho' our underſtandings will readily yield to the Reaſon. 
ableneſs of theſe Commands and Duties; yet when we 
look into. our Selves, and conſults our Paſſions and 
Afſections, we find great Obſtructions ro our known 
Duties, arifing therefrom ; we are very ready to aſſent 
to the Juſtice and Righteouſneſs of the holy Command. 
ments of God; but how to find Strength to perform 
them is the great queſtion and difficulty, which Mankind 
1 defirqus to know, and to be reſolved and afliſt- 

in. 5 


Me are perſwaded in our Hearts, * God knows all 
our Weaki«fſes and Corruptions, and what we ſtand 
in need of, and what aſſiſtance we want to enable us to 
keep his Commandments; for by all the Ability we have 
of our own, we ſtill fall ſhort of them; and ſo it was 
with Iſrael of Old, as faith the Apoſtle (where perſon- 
ating the State of that People under the Law, and as 
they were become ignorant of the Righteouſneſs of Faith 
in the Word of God, by a continued Series of Diſobe- 
dlence unto ir.) © For that which I do, I allowed; 
« tor whar I would, that I do not; but what I hats 
that do IJ. Again, I fiad then a Law, that when I 
« would do good, evil is preſent with me.“ | 


But that the Righteouſneſs of God might beet, in 
that Day when he gave his Commandments to his Peo- 
ple Ilrael, whilſt they were yet in the Wilderneſs, and 
had entered into a Covenant of Works with the 
Lord, which they promiſed to perform under a rational 
Conſideration of the Juſtice and Equity of them, yer be- 
ing unable, through the weakneſs of fallen Nature, to 
do them, the Lord added and declared by Moles the 
Great Commandment, on the Virtue whercof alone the 
performance of all the reſt doth depend, which was on 
this wile, © For this Commandment which I command 


* thee this Nay, it is not hidden from thce, neither is 
it 


Aud tht Univerſality of it"afſerted; & 


1 jr far off. It is not in Heaven, that thou ſhouldiſt 
« ſay, who fhall go up for us to Heaven, and bring it 
« unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? Neither is 
« jt beyond the Sea, that thou ſhould'ſt ſay, who ſhall 
go over the Sea for us, and bring it unto us, that 
« we may hear it, and do it; but the WORD is 
% very nigh unto thee, in thy Mouth and in th Heart, that 
thou may'ſt do it,” Deut. 30, 11. | | 


« And the Lord faid unto Moſes, gather vnto me 
« Seventy Men of the Elders of Iſrael, whom thou 
« knoweſt to be rhe Elders of the People, and Officers 
« over them, [ Numb. 11. 16:] and the Lord came 
« down in a Cloud | ver. 25. ] and ſpake unto Moſes» 
and took of the Spirit that was upon him, and gave It 
* unto the Seventy Elders, and when the Spirit reſted upon 
* them they propheſied, and did not ceaſe. A 


And thoſe Elders being thus qualified for forties Ser- 
vice than they were before, and in the Practice of it 
through the holy Spirit, Moſes was fo ſenſible of the 
Help and Advantage of it to the People, that be wiſhed 
[ ver. 29. J that al the Lord's People were Prophets, and 
that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them, 


Here is another Commandment ſuperadded unto the 
firſt Ten; what then ſhall we underſtand by it? The 
Apoſtle Paul explains it, where mentioning this Paſſage 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans, what Moſes calls the Jord 
or Commandment, the Apoſtle ex preſsly declares is Chr if, 
chat is his holy Spirit, Kojn: 10, 5. 


This is the Root of all the Commandments of God: , 
upon which all the reſt Jepend, and from 'which-they 
flow, without rhe knowledge whereof we can do nothing. 
This WORD is nothing elſe than the divine Appear. 
ance of the Son of God, the Word of Eternal Life, of 
which we read in the firſt of John the Evangeliſt, where 

2 n is 


x6 ; n by Chriſt « 


it is written, © In the beginning was the WORD, 
«and the Mord was with GOD, and he WORD, 
9 os God. 


f . may plainly obſerve the pre-exiſtence of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that he is with his People from 
the beginning of the Norld, from the firſt lapſe of buman 
Natare, from Generation to Generation, throughout all 
Ages, and ſo will continue to the End of the World; 
which agrees with the Doctrine of the Apoſtle Paul, 
where he faith, The Myſtery which hath been hid 
from Ages, and from Generations, but nom is made mani- 
feſt to his Saints; to whom God would make known 
what is the Riches of the Glory of this Miſtery among the. 
Gentiles, which is CHIRST IN YOU, the Hope ot 
Glory,” Coloſſ. 1, 26, 27. 


Then it is plain, that Cyriſt was with his People from 
the beginning ot the World, and more cipecially with 


that People the Children of liracl, whom God ſettled 


in that Land, by the mighty Power of his owa Arm, 
that he might dwell among them, 


How far do the Diſpenſations of God, and the Notions 
which have been invented and received of Men differ, 
ice the coming of Chriſt into the World in the Fieth ! 
For in the Doctrine ot Paul he quotes Maſes upon this 
divine Subject, near Verbatim; only whom Maſes calls 
the Word and Commandment, Paul calls Chriſt. © Say 
nat in thy Heart, who ſhall aſcend into Heaven? 
« (that is to bring CHRIST down from above) 
« Or who ſhall deſcend into the deep? (that is to bring 
4 up CHRIST again from the dead.) But what faith 
it, (what faith Moſes in that Place) The WORD #4 
« nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart: That 
« is the WORD OF FAITH which we preach!” 


r. ** of Iſrael he fach, * They did all 
/ <6 cat 
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Aud the Univerſality of it aſſerted. 4 
« eat the ſame Spiritual Meat, and did all drink the ſame 
6 Spiritual Drink, ( for they drank. of that Spiritual 
« ROCK that followed them; and that ROCK was 


« CHRIS T.“) They taſted of that eternal Subſtance, 
whereby they lived under God, 1 Cor. 10, 3, >. 


1 


Again, it is alſo written, “ Man ſhall not um by 
« Bread alone, but by every WORD that proceederh 
1 out of the Mouth of God.” Mat. 4. 4+ 1 


This WORD is a quickening Spirit, and life eternal ; : 
and therefore is come nearer the Nature of Man NOW, | 
than 1n that Day when he followed Iſrael, ſi fance Chriſt be 
Mord is come into the World, he is divine Life nl | 
quickening Virtue to all Mankind, who hear his Mien, 
follow and obey him. 


Let me therefore perſwade the Auditory, to ſearch in 
your own Hearts, and hearken after the quickening Vaice 
of the Son of God; for there is a divine force in his Forde, | 
which give Life to the Soul of every one who heareth; 
and I could freely wiſh, that every Soul among you 
may be in that Condition; that your Underſtandings 
might be opened and informed in the e of God. 


Bur tho? the Son of God ſpake as nes er, Man ſpake, 
and rho” his Mords were Spirit and Life, in them, who 
did hear and believe, yet many who heard his Speech 
with their outward Ears, did not hear his WORD, 
which is that eternal COMMANDMENT ſpoken of 
before: For he faid unro the Audirory that then was, 
« Why do you not underſtand my Speech even becauſe 

ye cannot hear my Word.” John 8. 43. And therefore, 
until we come to hear him as he is the eternal Nord, we 
can never hear him arighr, or be made alive by bim, or 
ſuictened i into his eternal Li fe. W 


= 


Therefore i ir is moſt need ul for us, thar we Wale 
Wn in 7 
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in our own Hearts to the Voice of the Son of God, ac- 


cCeoꝛrding to that ſaying, © Verily, Verily, I ſay unto you, 


t he that beareth my Word, and belioveth on him that 
% ſent me, hath, everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come into 
's Condemnation; but is paſſed from Death. into Liſe. 
1 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, - rhe Hour is coming, 
« n now is, when the dead ſhall hear the Voice of the 
4 gen f God; and they that hear ſhall -live——Again, 
« Marvel not at this, for the Hour is coming, in tlie 
« which all who are in the Grave ſhall hear his Voice, 
„ and ſhall come forth; they who have done good, unto 

&« rhe Reſurrettion of Life, and they who have done evil, 
unto the. ReſurreRtion of Damnation.” Jo. 5, 24. 25, 28. 


All we therefore who are here preſent, being the Sons 
5 Adam, produced 1 into this World by natural Genera- 
tion, as every Soul is that liveth in this World; tho” 

we have heard of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt, that God 25, 
and }hat Chriſt came into the World; we have believed 
that there was once ſuck an one, what Ad antage have 
we by 4 this Belief, unleſs we be quickened by him into his 
divine Life, and live in and by him? And therefore we 
muſt believe in the Son of God, in Feſus Chriſt; he muſt 
be rhe immediate Object upon whom our Minds muſt be 
fixed, as he is the WORD of God, and our God ; for 
the WORD of God clear hed wich Humanity, is not only 
God but Man alſo, and in a particular Manner there 
dwelt in him, a holy, harmleſs, wiſe, and undefiled 
Mind, and therein inhabited by a vital Union, the Divi» 
nity, or divine Nature of Chriſt, the LOGOS, or divine 
Uni of that holy Soul, of which there never was, or 
tan be, any Seperation from their firſt Union, tho' the 
Body was ſeperable and ſeperated for a Time, from the 
Mind, but as which was his Relſurrection, ac- 
rording to the Appointment of the Father, and working 
of his Almighty Power; and according likewiſe unto 
thas 3 Sacrifice and dum Olin; thou would ſt 


nor «* 


Aud the Univerſality of it aſſerted. t; 


not, but a Body haſt thou prepared me: In burm 
Offerings and Sacrifices for Sin thou haſt had no Plea- 
« ſure; then, faid I, lo I come (in the Volume of the 
© Book it is written of me) to do thy N. O God.“ 
1 0 30. 6. 7. 8. Heb. 10. 5. 6. 7. 


The Lord Jeſus came into this World by the Miſion 

of the Father, to bring to paſs that univerſal Salvation to 

Mank ind, according to the Invitation of God, © Coms 

into me all ye Ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved.” He 

was ſens of the Father, but may I expreis upon what 

Principle did the Father ſend the Son? It was upon the 

Foundation of eternal, everlaſting Love to Mankind: ® For 

„God SO LOVED THE WORLD, that he gave his 

* only begotten Son, that whoſcever believeth in him, ſhould 

* not periſh, but have everlaſting Life.” John 3. 16. 

Again, „I am the Light of the World, he that followeth 

me ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhall have the He" 
of Life.” John 8. 12, 


It now remains, that we conſider a little, dive and 
after what manner the Father cloathed the eternal WORD 
with Fleſh and Blood. As the Almighry had promiſed 
by his Prophet of Old, that a Virgin ſhould cenceive and 
bear a Son, ( Ia. 7. 14.) So inthe fulneſs of time God 
ſent his Angel, not to any Princeſs ot this World, but 
unto Mary, a pure Virgin, but of low rank among Man- | 
kind, who told her, that ſhe ſhould conceive and bring | 
forth a Son, and ſhould call his Name Jeſus. (Luke 1. 31.) | 
But Mary, not conſidering the Almighty Power of God, | 
and reaſoning after the manner of the race of the firſt | 
Adam, and according to the weakneſs of human Under- 
ſtanding, it ſeemed impeſſi ible unto her, and therefore {lie 
anſwered the Angel and ſaid, © How ſhall this be ſeeing I 
« know not a Man.” This reaſonable Oljection the Angel 
anſwer'd, ſaying unto her, The holy Ghoſt ſhall come 
* npon thee, and the Power of the Higheſt ſhall Overſpadew 

C « thee; 
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« thee, therefore allo that holy Thing which ſhall be born 
« of thee ſhall be called the Son of God.” Luke 1. 34. 45. 
This Meſſage therefore was the Inſtrument of her Faith; 
if ſne had not believed that glorious Meſſage by the An. 
gel of God, ſhe had never been honoured with the bring. 
ing forth our Saviour, the Son of God, into the World. 


But the bate belief only from the Letter of the Book, 


that he is the Son of God, is not ſufficient for our Sal- 
vation; tho' we profeſs it, what will that do tor us, 


unleſs we receive him inwardly and experimentally, and 
believe in him in our Hearts, as he is the Word of God, 


made manifeſt in our Heart, by the working of his mighty 
Power, to the changing of our Hearts and renewing of 
our Minds, without which we may periſh everlaſting, 
notwirhſtanding our belief of thoſe Goſpel Truths recorded 
in the Lerter. 145 


Then, Thaftks be to the 3 ot the moſt High, 
who, through his infinite Love and Mercy, hath put us 
jato the way to believe in the Son of God, not only as 
born of the Virgin Mary, cloathed with Humanity, bun 
allo as he is the Word of God, the Glory of the Fathes, 
and thus vailed, is the true Light which lighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World, according to the 
Teſtimony of the Evangelift, where he faith, * In the 
beginning was the WORD, and the Word was 
« with God, and the Word was God All things were 
* made by him. In him was Life, and the Life was the 
Light of Men: And the Light ſnineth in Darkneſs, 
«: and the Darkneſs comprehended it not.——— That was 
« [and is] the true Light, which lighterh every Man 
that cometh into the World. He was in the World, 


. 4 and the World was made by bim, and the World knew 


« him not —e came uno hi own, and his own received 
him not,—Zut as many. as received him, to them gave 


he Power to become the Sons of God, even to them that 


believe 


And the Univerſality of it aſſerted. is 


4 believe on his Name: Who were born, not of Blood, 


« nor of the Mill of the Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, 
but of God. And the Mord was made Fleſh, and dwels 
© among us, ful of Grace and Truth. And of his fulneſs 
« have all VE received, and Grace for Grace.” John 
1. 1. 3» 4. 3. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14. 16. 


Now accord ing to this Seripture, we who are the 
Children of the firſt Adam ought to believe in Chriſt 
the lecond Adam, as he is the WORD of God, and 


true Light, as he lighteth us in our Minds, according 
to that lay ing alſo, © While ye have Light, believe in 
« the Light, that you may be the Children of Light.“ 
John 12. 36. As ir is allo written concerning them 


who believed in that Day. Ye are all the Children of 
« Light, and the Children of the Day of God We arg 
« nor of che Night, nor of Darkneſs.” 4 Thes. 5+ Zo | 


The Lord Jeſus was of a holy, ſpirirual, and diving 


Nature, cloathed with Humanity, holy and heavenly 


as Man. We are far inferiour to him, and yet we may 
have Power from him to become the Sons of God, as we 


believe in his Name. O wonderful! what is that Name 


then which we are to believe in ? Ts it not the Lord 
himſelf, who is the divine and eternal Wiſdom and 
Power of the Father; and as Man hath a Veſture dipr 


in Blood, and his Name | is called, THE WORD OF 


GOD. Revela. 19. 13. And declared 0 be the by 
God, by many Signs and Wonders, 


The Man Chrift Jeſus then is to be ſo conſidered 43 


the Nord of God, cloathed with his holy Humanity ; and ag 
that divine Light which lighteth every Man who cometh 


into the World: Therefore we come not only to believe, 


but alto to ſee by Chrift himſelf, the things which arq 
of God and'pertaining to Ife Eternal; do you alfo be- 
lipve in this Light near in zou, That you alla may begoms 

C 3 "25 
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the Children of God, who is Light, by him who is the 
WORD, the SON, the WISDOM and POWER of 
the Father, for the Salvation of Mankind, and eſpecially 
of all them who. believe and depend upon him, and obey 
bim in what _—_— 05 | 


But tho chis Light ſhinerh in us, and that continually, 
yer we cannot comprehend or behold it, until by his 
own Power he hath opened our Eyes, until in ſome Des» 
gree we become God's Workmanſhip in Chriſt Je tus, 
created a ncw-unto good Works; for as the Lord Jelus 
himſelf could do nothing of himſelf [| as Man] but hat 
he ſau the Father do; fo much lets can We, bur as he 
Worketh in us both the Will and the Deed. John 5. 19. 
and 30. Chap. 8. 28. And yet the Apoſtle Paul had this 
Favour and Teſtimony through the Grace of God. I 
can do all things through Chriſt wha ftrengtheneth me.” 
And ſo may we 4100 by the ſame Grace, if we believe in 


and obey the ſame Power, Philip . 


The Call of God then is unto all Mankind in General | 
not to any particular Perſon, Party or Nation, that all 
may hear, believe and obey; bur rho' this Voice, not 
of Man only but of God, is gone forth into all the Earth; 
and tho' all have heard, all have notobey'd, becauſe they 
have not believed in him whom God hath a ppointed, by 
whom to bring this Salvation into Fact; that is his 
WORD, W and vailed in human Nature in al 
Men. 


All have finned and come ſhort of hs POE of God; 
and the Apoſtle was not aſhamed to confels, that they 
L Mankind J all had their Converſation in times paſt, in 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of the Fleſh 
and of the Mind, and were by Nature the Children of 
Wrath, even as others. Rom. . 


Seeing then all hate ſinned, al are fallen baker the 
ſame 
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ſame Condemnation, and this is che Condemnation of the 
World: ©. He that believerh not is taqudermed already, 
«. becauſe he _— _— the — the only 
« begotten Son of Gad. A is is the Comlammatiam 
« Eu LIGHT is come into, the World, and Men loved 
„ Darkneſs rathar than Light; becauſe;their Deeds were 
Evil. For every one that doth Evil bateth the Light, 
neither come th to the Light, leaſt. his Deeds ſhould be 
« reproved. But he that doth Truth cometh to the Light, 
that his Deeds. may be made Manifeft, that they are 
s wrought in God.“ John Se: 12 19. 20. 21. 


And where "ALL. are Fla ind equal in Condemna- 
tion, no Man hath the Prebeminence, ſave in the Degrees 
of Offence, Condemnation and Puniſhment. No Sinner 
therefore whilſt ſuch, can judge or condemn his Fellow, 
ALL then have ſinned and come ſhore. of the Glory of God. 

[Rom. 3. 23.] For God hath concluded them. al under 
unbelief, that he might have mercyon all. L Rom. 11. 32-3 
The Scripture hath concluded All under Sin, that the pro- 
miſe by Faith in Feſus Chriſt, might be given to chem that 
believe, Gal. 3. 22. 


Now the Mercy. of God unto. all Men, is DECLARED 

by that one Offering of Chriſt upon the Croſs; nor for 
the Fews only, nor,onl for them who had then believed 
bur alſo for the Sins of rhe whole YY7orld. L i John 2. 2. 
Not to ſatisfy a vindiive quſtice in God, which could not 
ardon Sin without an adequate and plenary Sari ad ion; 

ur to DECLARE the LOVE and MERCY of God 
to fallen and 1 Mankind; unto human Nature, which 
is ONE, tho conſiſting of man) Members. This holy 
Offer ing therefore is rather  DECLARITORY. of the 
LOVE, Mercy and Compaſſion: of God unto Mankind. 
than procurati ve oi any favour: from God the Father for \ 


Man, which be had not before, or which he cold not be- 
ſtow until the Debe was paid; for Chriſt came not imo 
Kee * of angel,, but the Father ſent him; nat to 

procure 
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procure Love or-Mercy from the Father which he had 
not tor Mankind before, bur to declare his infinite Lovs 
and good l in the fulneſs ef Time, for the Reconci- 
lation and Salvation of Man by Jeſus Chriſt, who by 
one Offering of himſelf hath for ever perfected them who 
are lanctiſied: And wholoever believeth that God ſent 
his Son the Lord Jeſus into the World, for this great and 
good End, to declare the Remifſion of Sins in his Blood 
to Mankind; that Man certainly believes that God loves 
Mankind, and is willing to be reconciled unto him upon 
reaſonable Terms, (that is upon Faith, Repentance and 
Amendment, ) and to fave him: And this divine Love is, 
by Degrees, made maniteſt, eſſentially in the Hearts of 
the faithful and obedient, ſhed abroad there by the holy 
ub which is char Love in the nature of it. 


And ſince the Almighty hath thus bir us his Son the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both outwardly and inwardly ; as hg 
is the Son ot God and the Son of Man; as he is the Mord 
of God and Light of Mankind, as ſuch we muſt and ought 
to believe in him, and receive him: And if we do indeed 
believe in him, he reconcileth us unto God, © reforms our 
Nature, and deſtroy; the Works of Sin in us, according to 
the ſaying of John the Baptiſt: Behold the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the Sin of the WORLD; and 
the word WORLD here is comprehenſiye of all Mankind 
in the World, and this gregt Salvation he bringeth co 

Effect in all who believe and follow him, as he is the 
Spirit of Trieb, and /ight of the World, revealed it in them. 


And again, „The Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly 
come toſhis Temple, even the Meſſenger of the Cove- 
ye delight in; behold he ſhall come faith 
the Lord of Hoſts. But who may abide the Day of 
* his coming 7 and who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth 
4for be is a Refiner's Fire, and like Fullers Sope ; 


. and he ſhall fir as a refiner and purifier of Silver; and 
# be ** purify the Sons of Lok and purge * 
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a Gold and Silver, that they may offer unto. rhe Lord 
«. an Offering in Righteouſneſs.“ Mal. 3. 1. 2. 3. 


And of whom Jolin the Baptiſt faith, . He will 
« thoroughly purge his Floor, and and gather the Wheat into 


«« the Garner; but he will burn up the Chaff Ner- whe 
* quenchable Fire.” 


Now theſe things were nor WY concerning Fa 
ourward coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh only, bur rather 
of his inward coming or Revelation in Spirit; tor where 
Jin is there is the Defilement, and where that is, there 
muſt the Refiner and Purifier be. = 


Here the Lord foreſeeth a People who wonls ſeek 
him in the latter Days, and delight in him, and with 
whom he would ſettle his new Covenant, not of Nor 
but of Grace and Lig be, according to Iſaiah the Prophet, 
where he ſaith, Behold my Servant whom I uphold, 

* mine Elect in whom my Soul delighteth: I have put 
my Spirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth Judgment to 
« the Gentiles. Thus faith God the Lord, he that 
created the Heavens, and ſtretched them our; he that 
« ſpread forth the Earth and that which cometh our of 
« it; he that giveth Breath unto the People upon it, and 
Spirit to them that walk therein: I the Lord have 
« called thee in Righteouſaeſs, and will hold thine Hand, 
and will keep thee, and will Give thee for a Covenant 
« of the People, for a light of the Gentiles. To open the 
« blind Eyes, to bring out the Priſoners from the Priſon, 
and them that fit in Dewi, out of the een 
Iſa. 42. 1. 3. 6. Wy 6 


This i is the 8 which Ss God, the Lord 
and giver. of Life, is come to ſettle 5 in all them who' wait 
for his coming, and diligently ſeek him: A Covenant of 
divine Light and Life Eternal. This is he who by his 
divine Fire purifies the Heart « of Mankind ; opens rhe Vn-. 

derſtanding ; I 
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werſlanding ; brings him our of rhe Darkneſs and Ig ab- 
rance of this World, into the marvelous Light of the Go, 


of Gad, and into the Liberty of the Sons of God, and 
unchaini the Soul, which was held 2 in its own 
Corruptions, as in the chain of Hell. 


This is he who is come, before dend every bs | 


thing muſt fly, and every Corruption give way and be con- 
ſroned, ſo that nothing mall ſtand but that which is pure 
and holy, as Gold ſeven times tryed in the Fire. This 
is the Meſſiah, the Saviour, come indeed for the Salvation 
of all Mankind; not to condemn the World, which is 
condemned already, but to ſave the World from that Con- 
demnation, and the Cauſe ol it; their own tee and 
Pnbelief. 


We muſt therefore look inward for the Revelation and 
coming of the Son of God, that where Sin, Darkneſs and 


Corruption have abounded, Grace, Mercy and Truth may 
take Place and Abound. And O! that every one among 
us, of every New and State, were thus ſeeking after the 
Lord: But, alaſs ! too many of every Profeſſion are become 
looſe to every tye ot Religion, having ſhaken off the fear of 
God, and Toke of the Lord Feſus, and his Burden which 
1s Light, and embraced the Yoke of this World, which 
ſhall be heavy one Day, and unſupportable unto chem. = 


The Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to 
4 his Temple,” The Apoſtle Paul explains this ſayings 
and applies it not to every one who profeſſeth the Name 
bf the Lord Jeſus, much leſs unto thoſe who do not be- 
lieve in him, but unto thoſe who believe, and are ſancti- 
fied through Faith by him; ſaying, « Know ye nor, 

& that your Body is the TEMPLE of the holy Ghoſt, 
% which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own.” Again, Know ye not that ye are 

« the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwell 


eth in mo If * Man defile the Temple of God, 


« him 


=. 
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« him ſhall Cod deſtroy; for the Temple of God is holy, 
s which Temple ye are.” 1 Cor. 6. 19. and 3. 16. 


And again, What Concord hath. Chrift with Belialy, 
« or what part hath he that believeth with an Infidel 2. 
And what Agreement hath the Temple of God with 
% Idols? For ye are the Temple of the living God; as God 
„ hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
* and I will be their God, and they ſhall be my People. 
2 Cor. 6. 15. 16. 


The Bodies therefore of Mankind £4 be cleanſed, 
they muſt be purified by the Fire ot the Lord from all 
their Pollutions and Defilements, before they are fit for 
the Inhabitation of God, or can be Temples for the holy 
one to dwell in, or to walk in, and ſo muſt our Minds 
alſo, being likewiſe defiled by Sin: Which therefore of 
us here preſent have thus ſought the Lord, and have 
found him, or are ſeeking in hope? Let every one for one 
duly conſider this, and the Lord himſelf bleſs the weak 
but ſincere Endeavour of every honeſt Heart; yet, bleſ- 
ſed be the Lord God of Mercy and divine Goodnels, | 
many in this Day, as of Old. have fought and not in : 
vain: They have found him, the Lord, of whom Motes 
and the Prophets prophecy'd; in whom the Apoſtles of 
Chrift believed, and to whom they bare Witneſs and 
Preached ; to whom we alſo bear Witneſs through the 
WORD of his Power revealed in us. To whom be 
Glory now and for ever. | 


And, that the whole Auditory may fully believe this 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles of Chrift, and be further, if 
need be, confirmed therein; obſerve what the Propher - 
of God further ſaith of the Promiſſes of the Father to the 
Son, and unto al! Nation, in him. And he ſaid, it is 
« a light thing, that thou ſnould'ſt be my Servant to 
« * op the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the pre- 

D « leryed 


- 
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« ſerved of Iſrael: I will alſo give thee for a LIGHT 
to the Gentiles, that thou may'ſt be my Salvation unto- 
the End of the Earth.” Iſa. 49. 6. And again, « f 
« will declare the Decree 5 the Lord hath (aid unto me, 
« thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee. Ask 
« of me and 1 ſhall give thee rhe Heathen for thine In- 
« herirance, and rhe uttermoſt Parts of the Eatth for * 


« Poſſeſſion.” Plal. 2. 7. 8. 


| Theſe Promiſes unto the Son of God, we 5 hoe 

had their Accompliſhment, both inwardly and ourwardh 
for many in the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth have em- 
braced him by Faith in his Blood, and he is declared to 
be the true Light which /ighteth every Man which cometh 

into the World. Yet, tho' many profeſs outwardly they 
believe in God, and in Feſus Chriſt the Son of God; it 
will be of no Advantage unto them until they are /an&5- 
fied by Chrilt, and come into him, and know him to be in 
them; and until we believe in him, not from hearſay, or 
the Letter of the Book only, but from the Work of his di- 
tine Power and Grace in us, we cannot overcome our Cor- 
ruptions, or conquer our Selves and Las: And there 
never can be any true Reformation wrought in us until 
we come thus to believe and receive the Son of God; and 
by believing and receiving him, we are and ſhall be re- 
deemed from all our Sins, and the deadly EfeAs of them 
in our Souls; according to John the Baptiſt, where he 
faith, © Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the Sin of the WORLD,” John 1. 29. 


John alſo told them, © I indeed Bapti ze you with vu. 
« ter unto Repentance; bur he that cometh afrer me is 

4 mightier than I, whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to bear, 
*_he ſhal-baptize you with the holy Ghoſt and with Fire.” 
Mat. 3. 11. This is the Baptiſm of the Son of God, 
and agreeth with the Prediction of the Prophet Malachi, 
were he faith, 2 He is like a Refiner's Fire, and like 
2 Fuller's 
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4% Fuller's Spe, and he ſha fir as a Refiner and purifier 


« of Silver.” And again, © Behold, the Day cometh 


« that ſhall urn as an Oven, and all the Proud, yea. 
« and all that do wickedly ſhall be Stubble; and rhe Day 
that cameth ſhall burn them up, ſaith. the Lord of 
« Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them neither Root nor Braune. 
Mal 3. 2. 2 and Chap. 4: 1. 


Al Güsten who wave gonock * ane 3 
polured and defiled, and in that State unſit for the Kings 
dom of God, muſt be waſhed, cleanſed, and fandtified, by 
being baprized by the holy Spirit of the Son of God; fot 
There is one Body and one Spirit, even as ye atecall- 
if ed in one hope of your calling, one Lord, one Faith, 
te one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above 
„ all, and through all, and in you all. For by one Spirie 
are we al baptized into one Body, Whether we be Jews 
« or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have 
« been all made to drink into one Spirit: The Church 


# which his Body; the fulneſs of him who filleth all in 


« all.” Ephi. 4. 4. 5- 6. 1 Cor, 14- 13, Eph, x. 22.23 
This is the true and permanent Bapeiſm of the Son of 


God, and there is not another: And therefare there if 


no other Way by which any Soul can be made 4 Member 
of Chrift, a Child of God, and an Inheritor of the Ne 
of Heaven, but by this Baptiſm 3 and the Son of G 

according to his Merey ' ſaves all the Sulje; of this 
Baptiſm, by the waſhing of Regeneration and renewing of 
the holy Ghoſt. In Order to this, the Nations muſt fick 
be eurned from Darkneſs to this Light, and from the Power 
of Saran unto God, that thereby ( being fo turned) they 


may have Remiſſion of Sing and an Inheritance among 


them who are ſanctified by him. 114 


We muſt firſt believe in this great and hehe —_ zer, 
and be baptized of him, before we can be Members of 
bis mſtical Pady, the oY For cho he hath angle ; 

* 
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born of the Virgin Mary, as the Scriptures Witneſs, in 
which he is the Head of all Mankind, ſo likewile he 
hath a miſterious Body, conſiſting allo of many Members, 
even of all thoſe who are born of the ſame Spirit, through 


_ the Revelation and working of his mighty Power, and their 
Faith therein, and Obedience thereto. 


It is not ſufficient that we believe che general Doctrines 
ef rhe holy Scriptures only to be true, { tho' they are in 
themſelves unalterably ſo) but every Soul that truly 
believes in the Son of God, through the Operation o his 
Power working a Conformity in him to the Will of God, 
is a Member. of the Body of Chrif, according ro the De» 
grees th 290 ſo wrought. in him. 


It is an eaſy and inefficatious Thing, withour eitfier h 
Precept or Practice in the holy Scripture, to/prinkle a 
little Child in the Face with Water, uſing the Mord: 
Father, Son, and holy Ghoſt,, without any Experience of 
the immediate Work of the holy Ghoſt ; bur ir is the 
Sonl quickening Work of the holy Spirit, which makes us 
Members of Chriſt, and Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
without any Invention of Man, or what he of himſelf can 
do; for the Baptiſm of Chriſt alone now ſaves us, being 
effected by the ſame Power as is the Reſurrection from the 
dead, that is by the divine Power of him who 1. chat 


ReſurreAion, the quickening Spirit. 


No Man putteth new Wine into old Bottles, elle the 
Bottles break, and the Wine runeth out, and the 
Bottles periſh; but they put new Wine into new 
Bottles, and both are preſerved.” Mar. 9, 17. Was 
our Lord ſpeaking there only of natural Things, obvious 
to the Senſe of Mankind in General > No, but thereby 
to inculcate a neceſſary and inſtructive Truth: We 
morals our Selves are the old Bottles, by Nature corrupt · 
ed and unclean; We muſt firſt therefore believe in the 

| Lord 
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Lord Feſus Chirſt the Son and Nord of God, and he will 
purify and change us, and fil us with his h/ Spirit, the 
nem Wine of his Kingdom, which conſiſts not of Meat and 
Drink, bur in Righteouſneſs, divine Peace and Joy un- 
ſpeakable in the holy Ghoſt 3 an Enjoyment even in ibis 


Life, tranſcending all the „ n en % 
Man in his natural State. 


He alſo laid, 1 drink E ee BY fruit of the bin * | 
« until I d#nk it new with you in my Father's Kingdom.” 
Doubrleſs the Lord was there ſpeaking of himſelf, who 
is the true Vine, and not the Juice of the Grape in a natu- 
ral Senſe: For it is Chriſt bimſelf who communicates by 
his holy Spirit and Power eternal Light and Lift into this 
Hearts of his true believers, who love and obey him; by 
whole immediate Operations on the Soul we are regenerated 
and brought forth in the Image of God, and made par- 
takers ot the divine Nattire of Jeſus Ger our La Jn 
Pet. 1. 4. 1 4.3044 4 ' b 


You cannor then be ſaved by tos in your own 
Heads. Except a Man be born again he cannot ſee the 
Kingdom ot God. What muſt he be born of? He muſt 
be born of the Spirit of Chriſt, the incorruprible Seed, 
ele& and precious, the WORD OF GOD. That which 
is born of the'Fleſh is Fleſh, and is corruprible, but thar 
which! 1s born of the 1 is o Wed is incorruptible. 


| Miſtakes in this great Affair are * e and 
Multitudes have been lead aſide to believe, that this great 
and indiſpenſible Work of Regeneration is effected in them, 
by an inadequate Invention and Ceremony impoſed upon 
them when they have neither Faith, Knowledge or Under: 
Handing, or ever know any thing of it, but by Tradition, 
under the deception and prejudice whereof they too generally 
remain to the End of their Days, and never have been ac- 
r with the ſenſible Operations of the holy Spirits 

beoauſe 
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becauſe they have neither believed there are ſuch now, nor 
wiited for them, but have derided and deſpiſed them, as 
1 1 eee 


* | Nevertheleſs i it 4s the Operation * 5 lin and life 
giving Spirit of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Which 
reſtoreth the Image of God, Righteouſneſs and true Holis 
neſs in Mankind, who rightly believe, and no other 
Power: And when this great and glorious Work is com- 

Pleated, they who are the bappy Subjects of it tall no more 
from the Lord, but are united unto. him, through that 
bleſſed Mediwn which the 4/mighty himſelf hath prepared, 
in a Covenant (9272-00, 0 W. n ay ane ahh 
en r 


ho Thoſe are vo Soup of God indeed, who believe i in 
bis holy Name, and are lead and governed by Him; 
and this is the glorious Work which the Son of God is 
come to do in the Earth, that all Mankind may believe 

in him and be ſaved. | 


' Now Neighbours, 88 _ Friends, 1. am 
glad to lee ſo many of you upon this Oris! I have 


of God, as they have at his time — renewed unto my 
Rememberance, and recommend them to your ſerious 
Conſiderat ion, and you your Sel ves unto God ; that all 
the works of the Fleſh, of the carnal Mind, and of the 
Devil yet remaining ( i any there be in any among you) 
may be deſtroyed; and that by Faith in the Son of God, 
and Obedience unto his heavenly Invitation and Call, 
you may all know him, and the Father n 15 2 5 
—_ Eternal by bin and in him. 


We ſpeak, not par Sas we Pavan * of him by 
= bearing of the Ear of the Body, or read in the holy 


baum of Truth, as from time to time brought unto 
911 | our 
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our Remembrance; but alſo what, through divine Grace 
we know and can juſtiy teſtify ): And it through the Grace 
of God, by which we are what we are, we may be inſtru- 
mental in his Hand to perſwade Mankind to believe in the 
Fon of God, as come near in them, that they may know 1 
Father and the Son, and live for ever with him and i 
him in Glory, when time to them here in this World 
ſhall be no more; our only End in all our Labours of 
this kind is fully anſwered, which is the full deſire of 
my Heart this Day among you. 


133K. we 


« And auto the everliving God, and to the Word of 
his Grace, through his holy Spirit, I commit you all, 
fincerely deſiring that you may be lead by him into all 
Truth, and finally into the fullneſs of his eternal King- 
dom of divine Peace and Glory, when time to ou here 
in this World ſhall be no more, . | 
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Bene fit and Advantage of 
, Silence conſidered. | 
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Is a SER M O N aus, at York, the 

th Day of September 1738, by Mr. 
|-Thomus 8 Story, in a large Aſſembly o 
the People call d Quakers; taken in 


Short-Hand, after a conſe derable Time 
in Silence. 


2 


ä * — ttt. 
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T this Time it is inmy Mind, that ſome may 
be ſaying in their Hearts, that when People 
are met together in Publick, under a Profeſſion 

a to worſhip God in any Form, ſomething 
ſhould be ſaid touching the Doctrines of Religion, 
concurring, at leaſt, with what is written in the holy 
_ Scriptures of Truth; that ſuch things ſhould be deliver- 
ed whereby the Underſtandings of the Auditors may be 
opened or improved. 


Your Preachers frequently ſpeak of a Principle of di- 
vine Light and Grace in all Mankind, and exhort to 
Faith in it and Obedience thereunto, in order to Refor- 
mation and Salyation, of which we alſo read in the holy 
Records; yet we cannot underſtand what you mean by 
your frequent long Silence (as at this time) in the 


Meetings. What Edification do's it produce? We 2 


Lemper, good IR and Civility, 


of Silence conſidered. - 1s 


ind no „ Benefir at, All by ir. What Advantage can you 
reap thereby? Since all publick Worlhip ought to be at- 
rended ich a publick Miniſtry, as deſigned for the open- 
ing of the Underſtandings of others in the things of God, 
and to the End that Mankind may believe the Truths of 
the Goſpel ot Chriſt. What Conſolation or Comfort can 
you _ave 4 in this long Silence among yur: i 

All thele Queſtions, being Negatives, importing a De+ 
oat that any Advantage art all can be had in this practice, 
I might Anſwer both negatively and affirmatively, with, 
reſpect to two ring States in this Afſembly. 


F2F 4 Wins. 


Firſt negatively ; - That to ſuch as are not yet acqbainf- 


ed with any ſenſible Work of God in their Minds, there, 


is no ſenſible Edification or Benefit, Advantage or Con- 
ſolation known or reaped by a bare outward Silence, or 
Ceſſation from all Words and Noiſes: - And ſuch a Si- 
lence is eaſily acquired, as the natural Effect of ood 


. 7 K 
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But lecondly i in the Affirmative ; 3 That all who LIN 


the Lord, and areacquaiared with the work of his holy 
Spirit do know; that the higheſt Senſe of Religion and. 
the Worſhip of God of all is, when the Minds of Man- 
kind are truly Silent: For tho” a oy Silence of Mind 


be a Paradox and Amuſement in this Age, fo much enu- 


red to outſide Religion only, Jet it was no Stranger to 
the Antients, nor is it ia holy Writ, as appears by tnapy 
paſſiges there in, Thar is to ſay, © Keep Silence before 
me, O Iſandi, and ler the People renew their Strength 2 
6 Let them come near, then ler them ſpeak.” Ila. at. 1. 


f "Wh the ünful Forrupted Luſts, paſſlons and Affec- 


tions of the natural carnal Mind are ſilenced in Mankind, 
by the all. commanding Voice of the WORD of God, 
near in the Heart; then only, and not till then, is known 
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49 The Nature and Nectſhty, Ge. 
the renewing of inward Strength, and the ſenſible and 
happy Enjoyment of the divine Preſence in the Mind: 
And I do not doubt but that this is the bleſſed Expe- 
tience of tnany among us at this Time. 


Again, “Be ſtill and know that I am God,” Pſal. 46. 
10. Here is firſt a Command or Exhortation of God, 
which is not given in vain, but may be, and is of great 
Uſe and Ad vantage unto all thoſe who believe and obey. 
Here is firſt a Duty to be done, and then a bleſſed End 
to be obtained. The Duty is a true Silence or Stillneſs 
of Mind, the Silence of all fleſh before God. The End 
propoſed is the Knowledge of God, which is life Eter- 
nal; as ſaith the Son of God, This is life Eternal, to 
« know thee the onhy true God, and FeſusChriſt whom thou 
« haſt ſent.” | . 


This Silence then, is not only a Ceſſation from all 
Thoughts, Concerns, and Agitations of Mind, trom all 
outward objects and things of this World, and from all 
the Paſſions and Per tur bations of the Mind by them, in 

the time of divine Worſhip, but to have the Mind ſtaid 
upon God, through the Mediation of Chriſt, as he is the 
Fruth, cloathed with a reaſonable Mind, as the only 
Medium of the eſtabliſned and acceptable Worfhip, 
which God hath appointed under the Goſpel. 


Be. til and know that I am God. Keep Silence before 
*« me O 1/lands, and ler the People renew their Strength.” 
The moſt High would never have commanded or exhort- 
ed to this, it it had not been a needful Duty, for the 
reckifying of our Errors, and for out learning and im- 
provement in the Things of God and eternal Life, nor pro- 
poſed ſo glorious an End by fuch Means, if the Means 
been imprafiicable, and the End impoſſible. 


And the Prophet Habaeuck allo kad it he, . Bur 
| the 
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the Lord is in his bay Temple: Let all the Earth keep 
# Silence before bim. Now the Bodies and Minds too of 
the People of God are the Temples of the holy Spirit, and 
therefore the Minds of the ſanct ĩſied are in continual holy 
Revcrence and Awe before the Lord, and Silent in his 
divine Preſence in times of deepeſt Adoration, Hab. 2, 
20. and Zac. 2. 13. 5 


Aud this hach been che praflice of the Saints of Gu 

even in the time of the Law, and how much more js ĩt, 
and ought it to be ſo under the Goſpel; for David, the 
Royal Prophet, ſaid, . I was Dumb with Silence, I held 
„my Peace, even from good, and my Sorrow was ſtirred, 
„My Heart was hot within me; while I was muſing the 
Fire burned; then ſpale I with my Tongue Lord make 
me to know mine End, and the meaſure of my Days, 
* what it is, that I may know how frail ] am.” Plal, 
39. 2. 3. 4. | 


And that it may appear that holy Silence is conſiſtene 
with the moſt ahſtratted, profound and awful Adoration of 
the Almighty, even in his eternal Kingdom ot Heaven, 
where is Glory is made manifeſt ſo fag as Men and An- 
gels can bear; where all the holy Angely of God, rhe 
Cherubims and Seraphims of the maſt Higb, and the Spirits 
of the juſt made perfect there. John the Divine in the 
Book of his Revelations from the Spirit of Chriſt glori- 
fied in Heaven, ſaith, © There was Silence in Heaven 
about rhe Space of half an Hour. Rev. 8. 3, 


This imports a certain Period of Time (if time be in- 
cluded in Eternity, or to be mentioned in it ) not eaſily 
meaſured by us; an awful pauſe of the whole heavenly Hoſt, 
in an extacy of divine, unſpeakable Adoration of the incff- 
ble Majeſty, and may be a juſt Pattern unto us poor Mor. 
tals, yet here below, whereby to conduct aur ſelves be- 
fore the Hu Preſence of him wham the Heaven of Hea- 

| Veng 
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| vens cannot contain, but is alſo revealed and made manly 
feſt in the Minds of the ſanctified. 


But if Mankind will never believe nor liſten to theſe 
Things, it is not reaſonable to think theſe bleſſed Ends 
will ever be obtained by them, fo long as they do not 


believe there are any ſuch Things; for he that doth not 


: believe will never ſeek, and how can he that ſeeketh not 

ever find? unleſs ir may be by the ſuperabounding Good- 

7 and Mercy of God, as it is written, I was found 
'of them who ſought me nor,” Ila 65. 1. 


« Be Silent all ye Iſles, faith God, by his Propher, 
„that the People may renew their Strength.“ It is the 
Command of God to the Inhabitants ot the Iſles, and in 
particular to the Illes ot the Gentiles, that they may all be 


Silent in themſelves and hear the Voice of God, the Lord 


Jehovah, in whom there is everlaſting Strength, where - 
by all may be ſtrengthened to run the Race ot his holy 
Commandments, the End whereof is everlaſting Life. 


No Perſon of Underſtanding can ſuppoſe this to be 
meant of the natural Strength of the Body, bur that of 
the Mind, To be Silent with regard to Speech is an 
eaſy Acquirement, but the perfect Silence of the Mind 
s an effect of the Voice of God, by which is the higheſt 
and moſt profitable Inſtruction Mankind are capable of. 
The Voice of God brings forth divine Light. The Voice 


ol the Spirit ol — brings 998 life Eternal into the 
Mind. | 


In the time of the bodily Appearance of Chriſt, his 
Words were Spirit and Life to thoſe who heard him and 
believed; he ſpake as never Man ſpake ; how much more 
then (if more can be) are his Words Spirit and Life in 
the Hearts and Minds of thoſe who now hear the Voice 


of the Son of God, as he is the quickening Spirit in theuiʒ 


1 
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ſuch now likewiſe hear him ſpeak as never Man ſpake, 

for they live by every Word which he ſpeaketh in them, 
and the Voice of God is heard in the true Silence of al 
Fleſh; and he ſpeaketh in all and unto all, that every 
one hearing him, and believing in him, may have Life, 
Ed iſication and Conſolation by him, and in him; he 
only knows the States and Conditions of all Mankind, 
at all Times, and he only can ſpeak home and properly 
unto all; he alone can telieve the burdened Soul. It is 
the Saviour of the World who convicts the Sinner of his 
Tranſgreſſions, gives him Repentance unto Life, and 
freely Pardons all his Offences. 


By this Silence, as here commanded, and the Voice of 
him who thus Commands, we become free from all the 
hurries and noiſes of all our natural Corruptions, and 
finful Perturbations of the carnal Mind, and come to the 
beginning of the Knowledge of God whole command ir is, 


Mankind by obeving and following their natural Ap» 
petites and Luſts, defile, corrupt, debaſe and deprave 
themſelves, and make them unfit for Communion with 
the holy and righteous God; bur it is he alone, who, in 
infinite Mercy and Goodneſs, ſpeaks by his holy Spirit to 
the Underſtanding, thereby converſing with Mankind, 
convincing and converting them by his powerful Grace 
revealed in their Hearts, by which he teacheth us to 
deny and avoid all things that are ſinful and defiling, that 
we may have holy Communion with him in our Minds. 


It is the Spirit of God which brings forth hi- Silence 
in the Mind, and therein all good and needful things in- 
io Thought, Remembrance and Effect. In this Stare of 

Mind are the ſpecial Acts and Motions of the holy Spirit 
ſenſibly known, and the ſanctified Soul hath daily Com- 
munion with him therein, when he is alone, or about 
is ordinary and needtul Employment, or upon the High- 
way, or wherever he may be in the Will of God. By 
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By this holy Converſe with God, Man is made ſenſi. 
ble of himſelf, of the Nature and Tendency of his Doings, 
and the End of them: The Mind is hereby convinced 
likewiſe of the Truth, made ſenſible of Sin and the Evil 
of it, and as he turns from himſelf and from Sin upto 
God, he becomes converted and ſaved, and feels the 
Love of God ſhed abroad in his Heart, as a ſenſible En- 
joyment, in Which he now delights above all things; in 
the Creator more than the Creatures. This Man now 
knows what the Apoſtle meaneth, where he faith, 
% Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our Infirmities; for 
* we know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought ; bur 
« the Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſion for us with groan- 
$ ings which cannot be uttered. And he that ſeargheth 
6 the Hearts, knowerh what is the mind of the Spirit, 
# betauſe he maketh interceſſim for the Saints according 
4 to the Hill of God, Rom. 8. 26. 


When the Spirit of Chriſt therefore is thus making 
Intereeſſion to the Father in any of Mankind, he inter- 
ceeds in eſpecial Manner for and on behalf of the ſame 
Perſon in whom he then worketh, as well as for others: 
And when the Spirit of Chriſt is thus working in the 
Soul, the Mind ſruld be Silent and Paſſive, ( unleſs 
Action be required) ceafing from her own Work, leaſt 
by aRing its own Nall it act contrary, or otherwiſe, than 

the Will of God; un as to it ſelf, hinder the Work 
of God tending to ityown Edification and Comfort. Be 
therefore ſtill, learn in this holy Silence; learn of the 
Male Chriſt Jeſus; for as the Head of the Nyman is the 
Man, ſo the Head of every Man is Chriſt, Be till and 
know that he is God, Thus is the Love of God mani- 
Feſting it ſelt in the Heart of Man in a State of true 


I was glad that there was ſo long Silence at this Time, 
that God himielf might ſpeak to the Condition of every 
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one among us; and yet I think I hear ſome Rill; as it 
were, ſaying in themſelves, « I d derer what to make 
4 of your Silence.” 


Ir is true, it is indeed tedious to the 3 
the Patience of ſuch being ſoon at an End, (having no 
Expectation of God) is not ſufficient to ſupport them 
during the Time. For as the Eye is never ſatisſied with 
ſeeing, but the defire is ſtill alter more; neither is the 
Ear with hearing after ſounds, and therefore the hiſt of 
bearing the Voice of Man remains, until the Voice of 
God be heard in tho Soul, and then cometh that Satis- 
faction which no other Voice tan give. There are ſo 
many Voices in the World, (as faith the Apoſtlie) and 
every one hath its Signification: But when the Soul- 
quickening, Soul - reſtoring Voice of the Son of God is 
heard, there is a reſt there to the Soul from every defice 
after any other ſound, ſomewhar is heard therein; Who 
can ſpeak like unto the Lord, the giver of eternal Life? 
Is there any in Heaven or Earth can utter a Voice like 
unto his} the Breath of whoſe Month is a pure flaming 
Fire, through rhe chriſtalline Trumpet in his right 
Hand, who commandeth the dead out of the Grave; 
and the Day approacheth wherein all thall hear, come 
forth, and the juſt ſhall live, becauſe they have believed 
in the en ek Oy betzoeten Sen of God, N 


Good old Simeon, ant he took Chriſt lin "_ 
and bleſſed God, faid, © Lord, now letteſt thou thy 
Servant depart in Peace, xcrording to thy Word; for 
mine Eyes have ſeen thy Saldasim; which Thon bat pres 
pared befoys the Face of al People : A Light to lighten the 
Gentiles, arid the Glory of thy People Iirael⸗⸗- 


How is Crit prepared and fer forths in before the Face 
of ALL PEOPLE Seetng be faith, rhar be was net 
ber but 10 the loſt gde of the Houle of Ia, Mar. 


1557 


— — — — — — 4 8 


36 The Nature and Neceſſity, Ge. 


15. 24. And was never ſeen in the Fleſh but to a few, 
in compariſon, of the Multitudes of Mankind then on the 
Earth, and not believed on ur ſeen as a Saviour by the. 


| moſt in Iſrael; for that People denied him and rejected 


him Nationaly, as an Impoſter and Deceiver ? This can- 
not relate to the coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh only,” but 
rather to his manifeſtation in Spirit, as he is the Spirit 
of Truth and divine Light ot the intellettual Morld; to 
Mank ind Univerſally, according to the Promiſe ot God 


by the Prophet Ilaiah, before the coming of Chriſt in 


the Fleſh, where it is ſaid, I will give thee for a 
Covenant of the People, for a Light to the Gentiles, 
« thar thou may ſt be my Salvation unto the Ends of | 
9 nn lla. 424 6. and 49. 6. | 


This n of the Father was loa long. befor the 
coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh, and refers chiefly unto his 
coming, or being revealed after ward in Spirit: And 
that it may further appear, that Salvation from God the 
Father is offered unto all Mankind through Chriſt the 


Lord, as be is the univerſal, intellectual ſaving Light, and 


is propoſed as the immediate ( or preſent) objet} of Faitb, 
inwardly made manifeſt as ſuch, (to be witneſſed by all 
Nation, in due time) - Obſerve what the Man of God 
faith in the Book of the Revelations, © Behold, he com- 
« eth with Clouds; and every Eye ſhall ſee him, and they 
« alſo which pierced him: And al n of the Barvh 
& yur 155 * of him.“ Rev. 1. 7. 6 


e ** mal be come eg is preſen every wrt 
and at all times? Of whom it is written, Eph, 4. 9. 
In that he aſcended, what is that, but that he firſt 


14 (deſcended into the lower Parts of the Earth, and the 


« fame who deſcended, is the ſame alſo who aſcended, 
far above all Heavens, that he might fil alt ehings.” 
The coming therefore of him who fileth all things may 
not be underſtood of a /ocomative coming, as * 

* Place 
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place to another, after the manner of Creatures circuni« 
ſcribed, but rather and properly of the Manifeſtation of 
him who before laid hid in the World; fot tho' he is the 


true Lig he, which as a divine Law lighteth and informeth 


every Man that cometh into the World, as to moral Dus. 
ties, and Good and Evil; yet this Light ſhineth in Duri. 


neſs; even in the blind ignorant Hearts of Mankind, tho 


they do not apprehend who he is of Know him, until 
by the ſenſible Operation of the Power Which dwelleth in 
that Light, he openeth the blind Eye of our Minds, that 
we may ſee him who is already preſent in us, yet other- 
wile invifible unto us; for he who filleth-all things cannot 


be locally diſtant at any time from any of the Children of 


Men. And ſince every Eye ſhall ſce him, and they alſo who 
_ pierced him, and that al the kindreds of the Earth ſhall 
wail becauſe of him; what is it, but that the Diſpenſa+ 
tion of God cometh wherein the Underſtandings of Man» 
kind ſhall be univerſally opened, to ſee him who is near. 
and who they have pierced by their Sins, (as all have 
finned ) and crucified afreſh, as to themſelves, by their 
Tranſgreflions, even the Lamb ſlain from the foundation. 
of the World, which univerſal Sight ſhall give univerfal 
and ſincere Repentance, and then ſhall they weep over 
him who they have pierced, and wall becauſe hey have 
done it. 


| | This ſhall be unto all Nations under Heaven, in the aps 
pointed time of the Almighty, as the Propher of God 


already accompliſhed ia them. And I will pour upon 
the Houſe of David, and upon the Inhabitants of Jexu · 
«. ſalem, the Spirit of Grace and of Supplication; and 
they ſhall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and 


« and they ſhall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for 


« his only Son, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one 

that is in bitterneſs for his firſt born. In that Day 

* * ſhall there be a great mourning in Jeruſalem, as the 
F 


mourning 
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« mourning of Hadadrimmon in the Valley of Megiddon.“ 
(Zac. 12. 10.) When every Family in Iſrael mourned 
apart and their Wives apart. An univerſal mourning 
throughout the Land. 


 - He the Lord ſhall come in ten thouſands of his ſancti- 

| ied ones to judge the World, with a Clond of faithful 
Witneſſes, who ſhalt bear Teſtimony to the Power and 
Efficacy of his divine Light and Grace whereby they are 
ſaved; that they likewiſe who are without Faith in the 
ſame, and under Condemnation, may alſo believe and 
obtain the ſame Salvation and Redemption with them, 
through the ſame Light and Grace. 


By our Iniquities we pierce the Son ot God, all Man. 
kind pierce him who Sin againſt him: By Mens Sins 
they crucify the Lord afreſh, and put him to open Shame: 
But let all rake the Council of the Servant of God, © He 
that hath an Ear let him hear what the Spirit ſaith 
« unto the Churches: To him that overcometh will I give 
to eat of the Tree of Life, which is im rhe midſt ot the 
« Paradiſe of God: He ſhall not be hurt of the ſecond 
* Death.” Again, © To him that overcometh will I give 
& to eat of the hidden Manna, and will give him a white 
« Stone, and in the Stone a new Name written, which 
% no Man knoweth ſaving he that receiveth it. Rev. 2. 


7, 11. 17. 


And again, © As many as Ilove I rebuke and chaſten; 
« be zealous therefore and repent, Behold I ſtand ar the 
Door and knock; if any Man hear n Voice, and open 

the Door, I will come in to him and will / with 
« him, and he with me. To him that overcome:;h will 
I grant to ſit with me in my Throne, even as I allo over- 
came and am ſet down with my Father in OO” 
Nev. J. 19, 20, 21, 


Thus 
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Thus are the Churches directed to the Voice of the 


Spirit of Chriſt, who ſpeaketh inwacdly in the Soul, his 


divine quickening Voice is perceived in the Mind, that 

there we may ſee the Salvation of God, even Chriſt, who 
is that Salvation to all the Ends of the Earth, that thro' 
him all thoſe gracious Promiſes may be fulfilled in us; 
that we who were once his Enemies by wicked Works, be- 
ing now reconciled, may reign with God and the Lamp 
for ever. This is the Lamb of Gad who taketh away 
thg Sin of the World, once crucified in the Fleſh, in Teſti- 
mony of the Love and Mercy of the Father unto all 
Mankind ; the Lamb flain trom the foundation of the 


World, and many yet thus crucify the Son of God, and 


put him to open Shame. “ This is the Miſtery which 
* hath been hid from Ages and from Generations, but 
« now (as in that Day) is made manifeſt in his Saints 
« To whom God would make known what is the Riches 
« of the Glory of this Miſtery among the Gentiles, which 


« is Chriſt in you, the Hope of Glory, whom we preach, 


« warning every Man, and teaching every Man in al 
* Wiſdom; that we may preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt 
„ Jeſus.” Col. 1. 26, 27, 28. Rom. 16. 15, Eph. 3. 9, 


Nevertheleſs, tho the divine and imard Manifeſt ation 
of Chriſt is ſo plainly and fully fer forth in the holy 


Scriptures, and now again preached by the true Servants 


of Chriſt, from a Degree of the Operation of his holy 
Spirir, and that happy Experience with which they are 
favoured of God, through his Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus at 
this Day; yet many there are who do not believe in the 
Gift of God, and therefore have no Notion of the Nus- 
lation of Chriſt in Mankind, nor do they look for him 
chat Way, or until the End of the World, if qe al. 


The res Gift of the Grace of God which bringeth Sal. 


yation, appeareth unto all Men, according to rhe ſeveral 
Feares they are in: To the Sinner it is 3 Word of — 
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proof and Condemnation, fo long as he continues in his 
Sins; bur unto the believing Penitent, it is a Word of 
Grace and Conſolation; a ſaving Power and Virtue from 
n indeed, 


This Gift is faving in its Nature as an immortal 
Principle of divine Light and Life, eternal in its being 
yet is not ſaving unto him who doth not believe there in; 

for by Grace we are ſaved through Faith; it is not at our 

ſelves, it is the Gift of God, and no eſſential property 
© Conſiſtent of our Be ing as Creatures: Unleis therefore 
we Mortals believe in the Gift of God, and Experience 
his holy Spirir ro work in us a conformity unto himſelf, we 
cannot be ſaved; for it is by this Gifs that the Eye of 
the Mind is opened, and a real and certain Senſe given of 
the inward Morions and Operations of the holy Spirit; 


and as Mankind believe therein, and obey his holy Dictates, 


as they ſee and perceive them; then follows a clear Evi- 
\ dence by that divine Light and Grace, of a free and ful 
Pardon and forgiveneſs ef all Sins paſt, of every Soul of 
Mankind ſo ſtared. And this happy and powertul Oper- 
atzon and Manifeſtation af the holy Spirit, of the Grace 
and Power of the omnipreſent God, is frequently known in 
the Hearts and Minds of the ſanctiſied, when there is no 
eut ward Voice, but perfect Silence of all Fleſh in the Mind, 
and nothing heard or defired, bur only the alquickening 
Voice of the living Lord, the giver of immortality and 
life eternal, | 


This Voice is within, © The Kjngdom of Heaven is 
„mithin; and if he that deſpiſed Moſes's Law, died 
without Mercy, (as ſaith the Apoſtle ) under two or 
e three Witneſſes: Of haw much ſorer , Puniſhment, 
« ſuppole ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
« troden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
« tae blood of the Cavenanr wherewith he was ſanctiſi- 
0 ed, ap unholy thing, and hath done deſpite unto the 
0 Spirit of Grace?” Heb. 10. 28. 29. Be. 
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Of Silence conſidered, 


Behold the Kingdom of Heaven is within you, tho 
you are not all in the Kingdom. All Nations in the ap- 
pointed time of the Almighty ſhall ſee him; and bleſſed 
are thoſe Eyes which are already opened to ſee him who 


is inviſible, and the things of his Kingdom, and this is the 
the way to come to the ſaving Knowledge of God, Be 


not deceived, neither deceive ye your ſelves ; except ye 


be born again yet cannot enter the Kingdom of God; 
you cannot be ſaved ; that which is born of the Fleſh is 


Fleſh, bur that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit; 
whatſoever is born of God overcometh the World, and 
this ſpirirual Birth muſt be begotren and brought forth 
in you, and not of your ſelves, but by the divine Operg- 
tion of the Nord of Life, with whom allo you your _ 
muſt co-operate, 

'f 
Now unto you who are of younger Years, of every 


Denomination, I would have you lay to Heart and. ahh,” 


ſider that this Work of Regeneration is as needful for 


you, as if you had been born of the moſt blinded Hea- 


thens, or in Turky. This I fay is neceſſary for you, 
tho! you have been born in this Land, and many af you 
ol believing and faithful Parents; by Nature you are 
born of the Fleſh, of the carnal Mind, v hich is enmiry 


againſt God; it is not lubject to the Law of God, nor 
while it remains ſo can be, and ſo long as you remain 


only Children of the Fleſh, you are not the Children of 
God, you muſt be born from above, of the holy and 
incorruptible Seed, the inviſible Word of life eternal. 
Oh! that this bleſſing may be upon you all, and that all 
may thus become the Children of the Light, and of the 
Day of God; for they only who are born of the Spirit 
of Chriſt do rightly know him, and the Father in and by 
him, and bleſſed be his holy Name, I hope, and a am con- 
fident, {uch there are in this Aflembly. 


hay which is born of tlie Fleſly js Fleſh, apd 2 
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which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. We have all been 


born after the Fleſh, and we may all be born after the 


Spirit. The Spirit warreth againſt the Fleſh, and the 
Fleſh againſt the Spirit: This we know, and that his 
Servants we are to whom we yield Obedience. The 
Recompence of the Sins and Corruptions of the Fleſh is 
Death, but the reward of Faith and Obedience to the 
Spirit, thro! the Gift of Chriſt, is life Eternal, according 
to the plain and ample Teſtumony of the holy Scriptures. 


„Kab then this holy Silence in your Minds which God 
requires, and which I was ſpeaking of before; and in 
thar State of Mind ask your ſelves theſe Queſtions: Do 
Lin my Heart believe theſe things indeed? Do I know 
theſe Operations of the holy Spirit exper: mentally within 
my ſelt? Do I truly believe in Chriſt as he is Truth and 


the immediate ObjeB of Faith in my Mind, and in the 


Father through him? Have I found and oblerved the 
render whiſperings of the holy Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt in 
me? Begin then you who have not, enter upon this 
great Work; look for it in your ſelves, and not in ano- 
ther ; loole no time; mind the Day of your Viſitation, 
leaſt that pais over and you be left behind, and fall ſhore 
of eternal Life; leaſt the Summer flide over, and you nar 
gathered: For I have frequently obſerved, that Chriſt 
the Son of God was manitefted in his publick Miniſtry 
among his People the Jews, about three Years and a half 
only, tho' they were at that time a great and numerous 
Nation. If then the Viſitation of God by him in the 
Fleſh was ſo ſhort ( becauſe of the Eminence of his Ap- 
pearance ) unto a whole Nation, let every one of us be 
watchful, tho' it be in SILENCE, leaſt the inward 


Vifſitation of Chriſt, as he is the Word of God and Spirit 


of Truth, be ſhort unro any one of us, in proportion of 
a fingle Perſon to a whole Nation, This, I ſay, ſhould 
tend to awaken us into a holy Care and Conſideration 
2155 we are a doing, My Friends, do you feel theſe 

things 
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things within your ſelves? You ſhould Bene them 
in your own Hearts, and thereby underſtand and know 


them within you. O, the infinite Love of God! how 
great is the Goodneſs and Kindneſs of God to et ö 


in manifeſting himſelf thus unto us. 


Tberetore ſearch, look and ſee if the Kingdom of God 
be within you, or have you any real deſire for the coming 
or manifeſtation of it there, or that the Almighty ſhould 
reign in you? The Son of God taught his Diſciples to 
pray to the Father, Thy Kingdom come, they Will 

« be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.” Do you know 
che true God to be your Father, are you begotten and 
brought forth by him in his own Image? Do you believe 
in Truth, that the Will of God can be done on Earth by 
us Mortals, as it is done in Heaven, by all the holy An» 
gels of God, and the Spicits of juſt Men made perfect in 
a State of Glory in God? And do you fincerely deſire the 
thing which in Nords you ſeem to ask? Do you utter 
theſe Words with the Spirit of him who taught them ? 
Do you pray with the Spirit of Prayer and Supplication, 

and with Underſtanding what you lay ? If not, you are as 
Mockers of Heaven, Hypocrites, and your Prayer is Sin ; 
for what is not of Faith is Sin. | 


I judge not thoſe who in this Narion moſt frequently 
uſe the Words or Form of that Prayer, nor is this ins 
tended as any Reflection upon them. I am not a judge 
of the Hearts or̃ Mankind, but would, through the Grace 
ot God, be a deer of his Will, according to the matter 
of this Prayer; and would have all to Underſtand when 
they utter theſe Words what they mean, and belicus 
what they * to pray tor, and lay. 


O, faich-my Soul, with all the Intelligent and finceres 
that the Kingdom of God may more and more come in 


all Mankind; that the Reign and Rule of the only 8 
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Cod may become the Experience and chief Delight aud 
Safety of Mankind, every where on Earth; that the Lord 
Alone may rule in every Soul; that all the Kingdoms 
and Nations of this World may become the Kingdoms 
of our God, and of his Chriſt the Lord Jeſus; 3 that his 
Love and Wiſdom may rule in all Mankind on Earth as 
in Heaven; that there may be univerſal Peace on Earth 
in all Men, in all Nations under Heaven; that the King. 
dom of Chriſt may appear and be manifeſted in its thin. 
ing Splendour and Glory; as from the Eaſt, as tlie riſing 

of the Sun, even unto the Weſt, and that the Glory of 
God may ſhine from Sea to Sea, and from the ſilent Illes 
unto the Ends of the Earth; 


I believe there are many among us who do indeed 

defire thoſe happy Days. Oh! that every one among 
vs may truly believe theſe Things. And my Friends and 
Neighbours, tho' you may ſome times find your ſelves 
to fall ſhort of your Diity to God, and one toward ano- 
ther, yet faint not, do not deſpair of the Mercy of God; 
come near; lay your ſelves down at the Feet of the mer- 
Giful Son of God; he will forgive you; he will reftore 
you; he is able and willing; he will raiſe you up to 
ſtand before him; as it is expreſſed by the Apoſtle, If 
« we confeſs our Sins he is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
bur Sins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs.” 1 
John 1. 9. | 


| There is a certain Set of Men profeſſing tlie Chriſtiar 
Name, who pretend that themſelyes are the true and 


only Succeſſors of the Apoſtles of Chriſt, in the ſame 
Power and Work, and that they have continued this 


Succeſſion uninterrupted from that Day, through many 
Ages, until this preſent Time ; that they have had, and 
Kill have, like power with the Apoſtles, to pardon the 
Sins of the reſt ot Mankind, and abſolve them upon Con- 
Mm to them; and — uno their Dittates and 
Penalties 
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Penalties, which are often Pecuniary and Mercenary; and 
yet to ſupport ſuch Pretences they have no proper Cres 
dentials to induce the belief of any intelligent Perſons not 
prepoſſeſſed by Education in their own Way, originaly 
impoſed upon our Anceſtors by antichriſtian Forgeries,' en. 

Men by cruel Patſecutions and Vi olence. 


As to any Sucretfon at all in tlie things of God in 2 
time of the Law, tho' there was a ceremonial Succeſſion 


in the Houſe of Aaron only, during that Diſpenſation; | 
yet the Word of Prophecy being ot the nature of the Gol» 


pel by the Spirit of Chriſt, came not in that Day by Suc+ 
ceſſion, as in one Order of Men only, but God breathed 


upon whom he pleaſed,and ſent them with his own Meſs | 


ſages, for Time to Time, unto his People, for their Ad- 
monition, Inſtruction and Help, but deny' d the falſe 


Prophets in thoſe Days, and teſtiſied againſt them by the 
true, as now againſt the falſe Miniſters in the times of - 
the Goſpel, by thoſe of his own ordaining and anointinge 


The Lord, by the Prophet Jeremiah; having ſer forth 
in that Day the particular Sins ot the falſe Prophets, he 
proceedeth to reprove them for their aſſuming to ſpeak 
to the People in his Name in the Fords of the true Pro- 
phers, after this Manner, in ſeveral Places, I have not 
« ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran; I have not ſpoken to 
„ them, yet they propheſied; bur if they had ſtood in my 
« Counſel, and had cauſed my People to hear my Words, 

« then they ſhould have turned them from 4 evil way, 
* and from the evi of their _ 


« Is not my Nord like as a Fire, ſaith the Lord, and 
„like a Hammer that breaketh the Rock in Pieces 
Therefore behold I am againſt the Prophets, ſaith tha 
Lord, that ſteal my Words every one from his Neigh- 
« bour. Behold, I am againſt the Prophets, faith the 
Lord, that uſe * Tongues, and ſay, he ſaith, Ter I 
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« ſent them not, nor commanded them: Therefore they 


« ſhall not profit this People at all, faith the Lord.” Jer. 


23. 21. 22. 29. 1 31. and part of V. 32. 


The prophely (or preaching of the Word of God) 
came not of Old by the 2 of Man, but holy Men of 
God, ſanctiſied and fitted by him for that End, wrote 
and gave forth the Scriptures and the Matters of them; 
and ſpake as they were moved of the holy Ghoſt; the 
Spirit of Chriſt who pre-exiſteth all Worlds, and by 
whom they were created and exiſt. 


And as to any right or uninterrupted Succeſſion of 
Power to make Miniſters fer Chrift, or right of Prehe- 


minence or Dominion i in the Church of Chriſt, from the 
Apoſtles, or any of them, in any Set of Men wholoever, 
it is an antichriſtian Impoſit ion and Ulurpation ; for the 
Lord himſelf hath faid, * Ir ſhall not be fo among you.” 
Mar. 10. 42. 43- And even the Church of Chriſt ir ſelf 
doth not ſucceed, or is continued by outward Succeſſion 
or Tradition (as Nature proceeds ) in any People, but 
| is a new Work of God by Chriſt, the Wiſdom and Power 
of God ehroug hout all Ages ; and to js the Miniſtry, and 
Chriſt himſelf is in and with this Church always, andever 
will be, as her divine and only Head, King, Law giver, 
and Conducter to the End of the Myrld; the Son of God 
being ever preſent in his Church and People, hath no need 
of any Vicegerent or Subſtitute, as if he were Abſent : 

Nor hath the Church of God need of any other Teachers 
but himſelf, and ſuch only as the Lord from time to time 
raiſes, qualifies, - moves and ſends among them and rhe 
reſt of Mankind, in ſuch Services as he ſees proper, for 


the carrying on of his own great and glorious Work of 


Redemption and Salvation, as it pleaſeth him. 


But novo to return to the Doctrine of the A Ale John, 
| where he nid, If — that we have no Sin, we de- 
ceive 
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ceive our ſelves, and the truth is not in us. If we con- 
feſs our Sins, he is faithful and juft to forgive us our Sint, 
and to cleanſe us from all unrightrouſneſs, And ſeeing al 
have /inned and come ſhore of the Glory of God; as well 
Prieſis (or ſuch as pretend to be Prieſts) as Mankind in 
general, and as all are Sinners; as fuch we are all under 
Judgment, and liable to eternal Condemnation; and for 
Sinners, While ſuch, to pretend to forgive and ahſolve 
other Sinners, is it (elf finful and an Aggravation of their 
other Sins; for where are their Credensi als that they art 
free eheinſehitsd and inveſted wirh Power from Chriſt to 


forgive the Sins of others? Such as truſt them had need 
to be ſecure there, x 


But none ought to depend upon any ſuch, but wi 
Lord himſelf alone; for here the Apoſtle ſaith, 4 He is 
faithful and jaſt to forgive us our Sint, and to cleanſe 
* us from all unrigbtecuſneſi“ The Led Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf having ſuffered for us, and paid the Runſom of our 
Redemption, and being the High Prieſt of our Profeſſion, 


and Biſhop of the Soulz he is the Spirit of Tub, the - 


mani feſter of Sin in every Heart, and the reprover of it's 
he is the true and faithful Nneſi of the Father through 
our all Ages. Our Confeſſton therefore is to be made unto 
him only who is without Sin. 


He knows our Weakneſs,” our Tafirmiities and Sins, 
and hath Mercy and Compaſſion; qnd being cloathed 
with our Nature, hath a fellow feeling of them; he 
knows what we are and want better than we oh ſelves, : 
before we ask him or confeſs, 


In the Name, Virtoe 00 Nature of Jeſus every Knee 
ſhall bow, and every Tongue confeſs, Our Confeſſion i$ 
ſincere Repentance and forſaking of our Sins, and every evi} 
Fay, and adhering to the Lord, confeſſing his boly Name 
and Peper . all Conrragiffion and yy = 
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the redeemed in Heaven for ever confeſs before God and 
his holy Angels, and all the cæleſtial Choire, and own 
their Redemprion to Gog and the Lamb, bleſſed for 
wer more. FW 


Then mercenary, „i l. and felf- W * 5 Git Ning 
Prieſts and Hirelings, have no Share or Portion in this 


great and glorious ark, but God and the Lamb alone, 


who doth not only reprove us for our Sins, that we may 
be made ſenſible of them and repent; bur forgives them, 
abfolves us effefttually, and cleanſeth us from all unrighteouſ- 
neſs and Sin. By his Juſtice he convicts, and by his 
Mercy he ſaveth the believing and truly penitent Soul: 

And addeth ſtill more, the Cron of all his Bleſſings, 
the holy An inting; his own Inſtruction; fo that we 


ned not am Man, much leſs a ſinful crafty Prieſt of Anti- 
chriſt, to teach us the Way of God, bur as his eternal 
eſſential Truth teacheth us all Things, and as adhered 


ia, preſerverh us from all ſeducers in every form and way, 


Neyertheleſs, if any one profeſſing Religion be tempted 
and Sin, and it be known unto his Brother, and he ad- 
moniſh him and reprove him for his Sin, in Order to his 
Repentance, Amendment and Salvation, let not the 
Tranſgreſſor dem but confeſs his Sin, that he may be for- 
given and reſtored ; for he hath not only ſinned againſt 
Cod, bur likewiſe aſd his Brother and Brethren, and 
ne Debtor unto chem ally, 


Now cha Goſpel i is the Word or Powe of God mani- 
feſted in human Nature, and the preaching of it in its 
own Authority doth not ſucceed by Tradition, as from 


Man to Man, and Generation to Generation, as did the 


La of Moſes, but by the immediate Work and Direction 
of God, by Chriſt che Spirit of Truth, who only can and 
dyth qualiſy Manking for the Miniſtry ; for tho' the holy 
aa did agcompany 1 that legal e weer 
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of laying on of Hands of the Apoſtles, in ſome few In. 
ſtances for a time, yet that Ceremony was not initial but 
declaritory; what they did was in the preſent Council, and 
under the immedi ate Direction of the holy Spirit, who 
knows all Men, and directed them to ſuch as be bad cho» 
ſen and ſanflified to that Service; (or to any other in the 
Church) fo that they could not appoint whom they pleaſed 
in their own Time and Vill, or becauſe of any human 
Arts, Learning or Qualifications; ( for they had no Arts 
themſelves) or of the Arts of Wizards, as Simon Magus 
coveting to be Miniſters for worldly Riches, A 
ment, Pomp and Glory; but by the ſpecial Direction of 
the Mil of God: And Chriſt himſelf laid no Hands upon 
his Apoſtles; it was ſufficient that he indued them with 
the Power of his holy Spirit and Miſdom, and even his 
own verbal Miſſion ( tho' he hath all power in Heaven and 
Earth) was not ſufficient for that Work; not a full 
Qualification for ir, without actual Power from on Highs, 
* Burt you ſhall have Power after that the * aro * 
t come upon . * Acts 1. 8. a 


There is a Degree of the Revelation and Operation of 
the holy Spirit for SanCtification and Juſtification, com- 
mon and neceſſary to every Chriſtian, (for no unclean 
Soul, as ſuch, can be a Member of the Church and Body 
of Chriſt) and for the gradual opening of the Under- 
ſtandings in the things of God. I ſaid Days ſhould 
« ſpeak, and multitude of Years ſhould reach Wiſdom, 
« 'But there is a Spirit in Man; and the Inlpiration. of 
« the Nanighty giveth chem We, . 35 
7. 8. 


Ir is not then Antiquity nor Tears, bur the Spirit of 
Chriſt who leadeth into all Truth, and in whom dwells. 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, and is 
eyer near to fir and direct on every Occaſion, that can 
Fight and. ſufficiently cqnduc his Miniſters, in their 
f Services 3 
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Services; for without him they ean do nothing, how 
well ſoe ver furniſhed either with Tradition or mere hu. 
man Knowledge; nor did Chriſt any thing of himſelf, 
bur the Father by him, John 8. 28, and Vet. 42. Nor 
could the Apoſtles ot Chriſt, tho' they had been to long 

wich him, and bad reteived the holy Spirit in ſome Mea. 
ſure ro leveral put poſes, be proper W irneſles unto him, 
nor preach the Gotpel fully, until the holy Ghoft came 
upon chem ro that End, Acts 1. 8. | 


And Paul was not 2 whit behind the vety chiefef} 
Apoſtles, (2 Cor. 11. 3.) and laboured more abundant. 
ly than they all, (1 Cor. 15.) and yer did not receive 
enher his Religion or Mintiſtry from them, bur by the 
Taſpir ation ot God, and had no Traditions from the Apoſtles, 
(Ads 9. 3. 12. 13. /.) but preached Chrift where 
he be had rot been named, leaſt he ſhould build upon ano. 
ober Man's foundation, (Rom. 15. 19. 26.) His Mini. 
Ary was not of Me, nor by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt and 
God the Father, who raiſed him from the dead, Gal, 
1. Le 


Oh! therefore be cautions what Teachers yo receive; 
for thols who run when the Lord dieb not ſend them, 
they run om chi own Errandi, and cannot profit you at 
all Heaven · Ward; and confeſs your Sins unto the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, in the Hime whent he convincerh you of 
them by his holy Spirit in your own Hearts, for/ake 
het, and he will forgive you; for he is the moſt holy, 
campleat and mereiſul Saviour, and dorh not delight in 
the Death or Damnation of Mankind, and therefore by 
the Voice of his Grace calleth unto all Nations, that all 
dy W return unto him and lire 


Wait then open the Log in the Erereite 0 of Hope and 
Confidence toward him, in holy SILENCE in your 
* him. Open the Eyes of your Minds, wry 
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behold the amazing Glory which he will reveal in your 
Hearts. Pour our your Souls in Prayer unta God, nor 
in a dry form of Words only, but in the Spirit of Prayer 
and Sapplication ; the Spirit of Interceſſton and of Grace, 
which the Lord of Life will breath upon all thoſe who 
believe in him, and wait for his mani feſtat ion or coming. 
Oh! how great is the Glory of God, when he overſha» 
dom the Hearts of Mankind! And how great ſhall that 
Glory be, even as the brightneſs of ſeven Days, when he 
ſhall ariſe, as coming from the Eaſt, and ſending his re- 
fulgent Splendeur, as the Wings of the Morning of the 
everlaſting Day, unto the utmoſt Weſtern bounds of out 
Horizon. So ſhall the coming of the Son of God br. 


Nothing can deſtroy or repel Darkneſs bur Light 
As in a natural; fo likewiſe in à divine Senſe z When 
that Light appeareth in its Splendor, then ſhall all the 
- unclean, the rending, tearing Bruits of the Wilderneſs 
and Foreſt be aſhamed, and retire into their Holes aud 
Dens, and hide themſelves, for tear of the holy and hea» 
venly Man Jeſus Chriſt ; by the brightneſs ot whoſe ari- 
Fng the Man of Sin, and all his evil Works ſhall be laid 
waſte and deſtroyed. 


1 do not at this time apply theſe Ap to the Na- 
tions profeſſing the Chriſtian Name only; for the God 
of Truth applies his own Truths where properly due 5 
but he that Runs, and hath Eyes to ſee may read. 


There ſhall be a glorious Aſſembling of the Nations, 
unto the divine Nature and Power of the Lord jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of Righteouſneſs ; he ſhall ariſe with 
healing Goodnefs and Virtue in his Wings; he ſhall be a 
Terror to evil Doers, and a Diadem of eternal Exccllene 
cy and Glory upon the Heads of thoſe who do well: And 
the Nations of them that are ſaved ſhall walk in the 
Light of the Lord; then ſhall they have true fellowſhip 

one 
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one with another, as in the particular, fo in the general 
likewiſe, as in the Days of Old; and thus ſhall all the 
Evils of this wicked World in the Lord's Time abate 
and come to an End, when the Power and Kingdom ot 
God, ard of his Chriſt, ſhall prevail ober the Earth; 
and the Rulers therein in that Day ſiiall Rule for God, 
as his Miniſters indeed, and their Task ſhall be eaſy un- 
to themſelves, and their Rule without Cob erouſneſt | 
ke, to the People. r F979 o 


o - 


(Therefore, my Friends, (not to PRE] you any len- 
ger, or to be tedious to you) I recommend you to God 
the Father, and unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, exhorting 
that young Men may ſeek the Lord early in holy Silence, 
and through the Power of his Grace, be always praiſing 
him in you Minds; that your may all come unto the 
Lord, and ſind Mercy and Salvation With him, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which is my ſincere dehire to the 
2 for you all. Amen, 


